December 22, 2010

Bay bill falters in lame-duck Senate

The Chesapeake Bay bill supported by environmentalists and opposed by
farmers and developers apparently has missed its last chance of passage this
year - and maybe for some time, if ever. 

 

Bay Daily blogger Tom Pelton reports that Senate Democratic leader Harry
Reid has given up on seeking a vote on an omnibus lands and waterways bill
that included the Chesapeake legislation pushed by Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin,
D-Md. An aide to Reid told Pelton that the measure failed to garner the 60
votes needed to override a threatened filibuster by Republican senators. 

 

The measure would have held bay states legally accountable for their cleanup
plans and offered more federal money to control storm-water pollution. It
had the ardent support of some environmental groups, notably Pelton's
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, though other activists contended the bill had
been watered down to appease opponents. 

 

Agriculture and real estate interests were not mollilfied, however, and
lobbied hard to block the measure, warning senators from other regions that
the bay measure would expand federal regulatory power and impose economic
hardship on their states' farms and building industries.
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