The Governor’s recent announcement to ban installation of septic systems in new residential subdivisions containing five or more homes to help clean the bay will do nothing more than further hurt the housing industry, reduce jobs and rural land values here on the Shore. 

Based on the Chesapeake Bay 5.3 Community Watershed Model, septic systems represent an estimated six percent of the total nitrogen load into the bay in 2000. Information of the loads from these systems is generally sparse and data is based on assumptions in estimating loads.  But if you believe the Governor’s recent message in “One Maryland” on February 15th, he states “We cannot continue to ignore one of the biggest causes of pollution in the bay-septic systems.”  Really Governor, is six percent of the nutrient load the biggest cause of pollution in the bay?
This ban is nothing more than a power play by the Governor and his main environmental friend - The Chesapeake Bay Foundation to decide via Smart Growth where Marylanders can live and how they use their land outside a planned sewer service area.  Thousands of acres of land outside these planned service areas across Maryland are zoned for residential development. Prohibiting the use of septic systems will substantially reduce the potential property tax revenue of local jurisdictions. It will also undermine rural areas plans for schools and other related municipal facilities that need to be built where public sewer is not currently available.
We ask that our leadership continue to focus on improving our local economy and create an atmosphere for job growth here on the Shore. This ban is not the answer to that.
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